Climate Justice: Ethics, Energy, and Public Policy

Study Guide

Preface and Introduction
Possible discussion questions:

1. The author begins in the preface by discussing ways climate change has impacted his community in northeast Iowa. Do you have similar experiences? In what ways do you believe global warming and climate change are affecting places you have lived or visited?

2. This book argues that heavy reliance on fossil fuels poses grave threats to justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. Pause for a moment to think about the ways you consume fossil fuel resources. How do you make use of energy in a typical day? How does your use of energy reflect or shape who you are? Have you ever been in a situation where energy was in short supply or had to be rationed? Do you think you are a good steward of energy resources? 

3. The introduction identifies a host of social, economic, and political problems associated with our present reliance on fossil fuels. Has one or more of these problems impacted you in a particular way?

4. The introduction also provides a summary of key scientific findings related to global climate change. Which aspects do you find especially worrisome or problematic?

5. The challenges posed by global climate change are daunting. What are your reactions to the author’s comments regarding “cheap despair” on pg. 5?
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